The licence to practise • From Monday 16 November 2009 , all UK practising doctors will need, by law, to be registered with a licence to practise.
• The licence will give the same legal privileges that are currently restricted to registered doctors.
• The principal currency of doctors' GMC status will be the licence to practise.
• The licence is dependent on registration.
• The licence is the first step towards the introduction of revalidation. Developing the online Register
Understanding licensing
• The online Register will be updated on 16 November 2009.
• From this date it will distinguish between doctors who are:
• Registered with a licence to practise; or • Registered without a licence to practise.
• Employers should check, as now, that doctors hold appropriate registration.
• The ESR system (in England and Wales) and SWISS (in Scotland) will also be updated on 16 November 2009. 
How the online Register will show that a doctor is registered

Sharing information with ESR
• The ESR/GMC interface provides an overview of a doctor's registration status as well as background registration information.
• The system sends alerts to designated Trust contacts when a doctor's registration status changes.
• The interface will reflect licensing changes.
What will revalidation mean for doctors?
• The process by which doctors will regularly demonstrate to the GMC that they remain up to date and fit to practise
• Aims to give focus and energy to doctors' desires to keep up to date and improve their practice
• Must be fair for all licensed doctors regardless of the scope, nature and setting of their practice
